The family Sicariidae 
naturally by their ethological characters. The sole reason for their being previously lumped is their common possession of simple genitalia. This character is automatically considered primitive and hence these spiders were "representative of the ancestral stock." Their genitalia may, indeed, be relatively unchanged from the primitive form but in many other characteristics these spiders are quite specialized and advanced and bear very little resemblance to the ancestral stock.
One can readily talk of "primitive characters" but rarely of "primitive, living organisms." Some of the highly specialized ethological characters of the families mentioned are: Scytodidae: Prey captured by spitting gummy substance from chelicerae; egg cocoons carried; spiders sometimes live in web on stones and rocks or in houses (Dabelow, 1958) .
Diguetidae: Tubular cocoon constructed from silk and detritus and suspended by web in vegetation over sheet web ; layers of egg sacs in a cocoon which also acts as retreat for spider (Cazier & Mortenson, 1962 Gertsch, 1958 (1913) (Cooke, 1965) . These extra-genital characters must include aspects of the external morphology (as used in Cooke's study of Dysdera) as well as several non-morphological characters-e.g., ecological and ethological ones.
In order for a character to be taxonomically useful, whether morphological or not, it must be comparatively constant in the taxon being studied.
Sicarius exhibits three behavioral traits that are of potential systematic value:
1. Stridulation -When disturbed the spider will rub the femur of its pedipalp against ridges on the chelicerae, producing bee-like buzzing (Simon, 1893 (Fig. 1) . Positioning of legs ( Step 6) varies from less than a second to four seconds.
Step 7 consists of the first pair of legs alternately throwing sand over the body and exposed portions of the 4th legs (arrow in Fig. 6 ) from 6-15 times (approx. 4 times/second). Tufts of hairs on abdomen (arrow in Fig. 2) Step 1. Digs hole (1.0) Fig. 1 Step 2. Jumps into hole (0.2) Fig. 2 Step 3. Adjusts abdomen (0.4) Step 4. Adjusts 4th legs (0.6) Fig. 3 Step 5. Buries 4th legs partly (0.2) Fig. 4 Step 6. Positions legs (2.0) Fig. 5 Step 7. 1st legs cover body and 4th legs with sand (1.8) Fig. 6 Step 8. Buries 1st legs partly (0.6) Fig. 7 Step 9. 2nd left leg throws sand forward (0.3) Fig. 8 Step 10. Buries 2nd left leg (0.5)
Step 11. 2nd right leg throws sand forward (0.2) Fig. 9 Step 12. Buries 2nd right leg (0.6) Fig. 10 Step 13. 3rd left leg throws sand forward (0.2) Fig. 11 Step 14. Buries 3rd left leg (0.4) Step 15. 3rd right leg throws sand forward (0.2) Step 16. Buries 3rd right leg (0.4) Fig. 12 Explanation of Plate 16
Figs. 1-6. Self-burying of Sicarius sp. 1, steps 1, 2, 4-7 (see Table 1 and text for details).
Step 7 Fig. 7 ).
Step 9 begins with either the right or left second leg (usually the right). After throwing sand forward, covering the exposed part of the first leg of its side, each leg buries itself (Steps 9-12).
The third leg actions (Steps [13] [14] [15] [16] Table  1 and text for details).
